
Street Light 
Pollution Standards 

Lighting regulations minimize light 
pollution with stringent standards 
for fully-shielded, full cutoff, and 
flat lenses for lighting on and off of 
buildings to preserve the night sky 
and light levels that eliminate light 
intrusion onto neighboring properties.

The town has applied for a grant 
to install up to 4,000 LED lights 
throughout Wake Forest. LED street 
lights use between 35 and 67 percent 
of the energy required for a compara-
ble standard high pressure light. 

Great Grass 
Giveaway 

In May 2009, the Town of Wake 
Forest introduced a new program 
designed to promote water 
conservation by giving away drought-
tolerant Bermuda grass seed for those 
willing to convert their Fescue lawns. 
Any Wake Forest homeowner willing 
to reseed his/her lawn is eligible for 
free seed during the annual Great 
Grass Giveaway. The event is held 
on the fourth Saturday of April each 
year at the Public Works Operations 
Center.

wakeforestnc.gov/greatgrassgiveaway.aspx
919-435-9570

Open Space & 
Greenways 
Our Open Space and Greenways 
Plan is being implemented through 
partnerships with the City of Raleigh, 
Wake County, North Carolina, and 
the federal government to maximize 
land acquisition, trail construc-
tion, and connectivity. Our trails 
will someday be part of a system of 
interconnected trails extending from 
Maine to Florida and across the state. 
Greenways improve water quality 
and preserve wildlife habitat and 
biodiversity.

wakeforestnc.gov/residents- 
parksrecreation.greenways.aspx

Green 
Transportation 

Wake Forest received grants for and 
adopted a Pedestrian Plan in 2006 
and a Bicycle Plan in 2008. The town 
also introduced transit service in 
2009 that includes a local bus route, 
park & ride lot, and a limited stop 
connector to downtown Raleigh, an 
enviable accomplishment for a town 
our size. Wake Forest placed a main 
gateway road into downtown on a 
“road diet” by installing landscaped 
medians, two roundabouts, bike 
lanes, and pedestrian-scale street 
lighting.

Curbside 
Recycling 

Wake Forest became the first 
municipality in Wake County to 
offer roll-out comingled curbside 
community recycling utilizing a 
48-gallon cart. Our program has 
been cited nationally for its high 
customer participation rate and rate 
of recycling and is recognized as a 
“Model City” by the Climate Group.

wakeforestnc.gov/residents-publicworks_
recycling.aspx
919-435-9570

Sustainable 
Energy Policy 

In January 2009 Wake Forest 
adopted an internal sustainable 
energy policy in order to establish 
the town’s overall energy baseline 
usage with a goal of reducing energy 
consumption in all its facilities. 
Wake Forest set ambitious energy 
reduction goals, made necessary 
improvements, and provided all town 
staff with practical energy awareness 
educational materials.

Tree Planting and 
Preservation 
Wake Forest demonstrates 
tremendous support for the urban 
forest and our green canopy. The 
town has proudly been designated 
a Tree City USA for over 30 
years. Additionally, Wake Forest 
has received the Tree City USA 
Growth Award 14 times – virtually 
unprecedented in the United States.

wakeforestnc.gov/parksrecreation_ 
urbanforestry.aspx

Environmentally 
Responsible Town 
Hall 
The new Wake Forest Town Hall 
was constructed with sustainabil-
ity as a top priority. The building 
achieved LEED Platinum certifica-
tion, the highest level possible, for its 
many green features which include 
daylighting, ultra low-flow water 
fixtures, low VOCs and the use of 
recycled building products. 

wakeforestnc.gov/newtownhall.aspx

Rainwater 
Harvesting 
Wake Forest installed a rainwater 
harvesting system at the Public 
Works Operations Center in 2009. 
The setup includes a series of 10" 
gutters that drain into two 5,000- 
gallon cisterns and one 1,200-gallon 
cistern. The water collected in these 
tanks is used in the town’s street 
sweeper, boring machine and the 
brine system. The saved water is also 
used to clean storm drains. The rain-
water harvesting system is expected 
to save over 100,000 gallons of water 
per year.

The Town of Wake 
Forest is planting 
the seeds for a 
greener, cleaner 
community.



Use energy-efficient 
appliances 

When shopping for home appliances, 
pay attention to the energy saving 
features and design. Products with 
superior energy efficiency will have 
the Energy Star logo. In addition, use 
the clothes dryer only with a full load 
and clean the dryer filter after every 
use. When washing clothes, use cold 
water when possible and run it with a 
full load of clothes.

wakeforestnc.gov/energy-conservation-tips.
aspx

Switch to a drought 
tolerant lawn 

Most lawns in our area are planted 
with Fescue grass. Fescue is a cool 
season grass that will turn brown 
in the summer if it is not watered 
regularly. If you prefer a lush 
green lawn in the summer, switch 
to Bermuda grass which requires 
one third the water of Fescue. Free 
Bermuda seed is available at the 
town’s annual Great Grass Giveaway.

wakeforestnc.gov/greatgrassgiveaway.aspx
919-435-9570

Become an Adopt-A- 
Stream volunteer 
Adopt-A-Stream volunteers are 
environmental stewards who play a 
vital role in keeping Wake Forest’s 
streams healthy. By taking a proactive 
role, you can help identify problems 
and repair streams in your town. 
Volunteers help with monitoring 
water quality, stream clean-up and 
planting trees in the stream buffer.

wakeforestnc.gov/adopt-a-stream-1.aspx
919-435-9443

Use fuel efficient  
vehicles  
By choosing the most fuel efficient 
vehicle that meets your needs, you 
can help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from burning gasoline and 
diesel and reduce our country’s oil 
dependence. Choose cars with better 
gas mileage and walk, bike, carpool 
or take public transit more often.  

www.fueleconomy.gov

Compost your  
kitchen waste 

Reduce your garbage output 
and create a rich (and free!) soil 
conditioner for your garden. 
Compost is created by mixing grass 
cuttings and fallen leaves with fruit 
and vegetable spoils. The Town 
of Wake Forest offers the Earth 
Machine, an 80-gallon compost bin 
to area residents for $45. Purchase 
the bin at town hall.

wakeforestnc.gov/compostbins.aspx
919-435-9570

Sign up for a free  
energy audit 

If you are a Wake Forest Power 
customer, you qualify for a free 
energy audit. Upon, request, the 
town’s residential energy auditor will 
visit your residence and help uncover 
the most cost-effective ways to save 
energy and lower your energy costs. 
Assistance in weatherizing your home 
is available for citizens that qualify.

wakeforestnc.gov/homeenergyaudits.aspx.
919-435-9472

wakeforestnc.gov/weatherization- 
assistance-program.aspx
919-435-9466

Plant a tree and 
become a Tree 
Steward 
Pick up a free tree seedling at 
the town’s annual Tree Seedling 
Giveaway and plant it in your 
yard. Native trees provide shade 
and habitat for birds and animals. 
Residents with a passion for trees 
can join the Tree Steward program 
to become a certified volunteer. 
Tree Stewards can plant new trees in 
public areas and educate citizens on 
proper tree care.

wakeforestnc.gov/tree-steward-program.
aspx
919-435-9565

Switch to Pay-As-You-
Go electric service 
Wake Forest Power customers that 
switch to Pay-As-You-Go electric 
service can log in and see how much 
electricity they are using on any 
given day. Adjust the thermostat a 
few degrees and see what happens to 
your costs. It’s all in your hands. 

wakeforestnc.gov/pay-as-you-go.aspx
919-435-9400

Collect rain for 
watering plants 
Collecting rainwater runoff to water 
landscapes and gardens ensures 
healthier plants that are less sus-
ceptible to disease. It also increases 
the amount of treated water that is 
available for drinking, cooking and 
bathing. As a service, the Town of 
Wake Forest offers 65-gallon rain 
barrels to area residents for $95 each.  
Rain barrels can be purchased at 
town hall. 

wakeforestnc.gov/rainbarrels.aspx
919-435-9570

Top ways you can 
help keep Wake 
Forest a clean and 
green place to live

To see more ideas, visit:

wakeforestnc.gov/think-green.aspx.


