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HOA Background Information

Image Source: http://carrboro.com/carrboromap.html
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What is an HOA?

Ã Homeowners Association 

ÄMaintain common areas and 

protect property values by 

regulating appearance

ÄMandatory membership, legally 

binding covenants

ÃThere are over 200 HOAõs in 

Carrboro
Image source: samrainer.wordpress.com
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Introduction to HOAõs

Ã Typically created by real estate 
developers who build and sell 
homes

Ã Transfer the legal and financial 
management of the community 
from the developers to the 
homeowners

Ã Covenants and bylaws must be 
approved by the State before 
the HOA can be officially 
established 

Image source: 

http://media.photobucket.com/image/bel%20arbor%20

carrboro/Jbakst/RobersonPlace.jpg
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HOA Introduction Cont.

Ã Considered legal entities

ÄSubject to federal, state, and municipal statutes that 

govern non-profit corporations and organizations.

Image source: http://www.teamjodi.com/Bel-Arbor-Carrboro-Real-Estate
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Client: Carrboro Board of Aldermen

ÅProject Goals:

ÅAnalyze Carrboro HOA covenants

ÅRecord the most frequent environmental restrictions 

and amendment processes

ÅCreate a public guidebook of environmentally 

restrictive HOA covenants

ÅCraft a policy brief

Image source: carrboro.com
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Analysis of Restrictive HOA 

Covenants

Bolin Forest Bylaws
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Environmental Issues and HOAõs

Å Restrictions may impede sustainable behaviors

ÅSustainability: equity, environment, and economy

ÅCommon restrictions: clotheslines, rain barrels, solar 

panels, vegetable gardens 

Å Property value concerns

Å Longstanding restrictions are difficult to overturn: 

ÅAmendment processes

Image source: http://herokids.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/earth.jpg
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Covenant Language

òNo clotheslines except for umbrella 
clotheslines shall be allowed or 
maintained on any Lot or in the 
common Area.ó -Claremont

òNo building, fence, wall or other structure shall 

be commenced, erected or maintained 

untiléapproved in writing as to harmony of 

external design and location by the Board of 

Directors.ó-Cates Farm

Image source: solar.calfinder.com/

Image source: www.greenmatters.com
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Vague Language

ÃòSection IV: Quiet Enjoyment. 

No obnoxious or offensive 

activity shall be carried on 

upon the Property, nor shall 

anything be done which may 

be or become a nuisance or 

annoyance to the 

neighborhood.ó-Highlands North
Image source: http://www.indyweek.com/pdf/103107/ZanBell.jpg
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Public Guide11



Public Guide on Carrboroõs HOAs

ÄGuidebook:

ÂA clear, easy-to-understand booklet on environmentally 

friendly HOA restrictions.

ÂTutorial on how to search for covenants

Â Individual slides for each HOA

ÂOutline of covenants

ÂTable displaying environmental restrictions

ÄDisclaimer: guidebook is not intended to be a 

comprehensive document
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Cedar Court

Neighborhood Description

Ã 50 unit townhouse-style 
condominium development.

Ã Boasts brick exteriors, hardwood 
floors, patios, a community pool, a 
community garden, and generous 
open space.

CovenantType Restricted Permitted

Clothesline X

SolarPanels X

Fences X

Tank/Rain Barrels X

Non-household 

animals

X
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