
Students will conduct place-based, inquiry-based research to explore the Haw 
River watershed alongside scientists, graduate students  and environmental 
educators. Programming includes a mixture of:

Field-based data collection
Lab activities & experiments 
Team building exercises
Field trips
Science presentations

Program Eligibility
• Current 6th and 7th graders who live or go to school within 25 miles 

of Pittsboro, NC are eligible to apply.  

• Students should have an interest in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics). 

• Females and/or minorities under-represented in STEM careers are 
especially encouraged to apply. 

• Students must have transportation to and from Central Carolina 
Community College every day.  

Application Materials
Please visit http://erp.unc.edu/drop/ to access the online student 
application and teacher nomination forms. Students selected to 
participate will be notified on or before May 13, 2016.

The UNC Institute for the Environment is pleased to offer a FREE 
week-long summer institute for current 6th and 7th graders who 
want to conduct STEM investigations & explore the journey of water 
as it moves through the Haw River watershed. 
 

This student science enrichment program is administered by the UNC-Chapel Hill  
Institute for the Environment with funding provided by the Duke Energy Foundation.

Central Carolina Community College
Pittsboro, NC

June 20th-24th, 2016
9AM to 4PM Daily

On cover: Students conduct water 
testing along the river to assess water 
quality.

Left: Students practice their map 
reading skills as they map their 
watershed in preparation for a field 
trip to the river.

Megan Hughes, Program Director
meganhughes@unc.edu

Phone: 919.966-2463          

Follow that Drop!
An Exploration of the Haw River

Application deadline 
April 30th, 2016

http://erp.unc.edu/stem/drop
http://erp.unc.edu/stem/drop
mailto:meganhughes@unc.edu
mailto:meganhughes@unc.edu


• Increase student knowledge, understanding and awareness of 
local and regional environmental issues.

• Provide opportunities for students to experience making 
observations, establishing predictions based on prior knowledge, 
formulating hypotheses, designing experiments, taking proper 
data measurements, presenting data and drawing conclusions. 

• Introduce students to others who are interested in watershed 
science and environmental stewardship.

• Provide access to a diverse group of scientists, environmental 
educators and local teachers who will dynamically engage 
students through field-based data collection, lab activities,  
discussion and field trips.

	      

We will start in the northwest portion of the watershed 
and follow a raindrop as it flows downstream to 
Jordan Lake and eventually out to the Cape Fear River 
and the Atlantic Ocean. The week will be full of field 
trips, streamside activities and team building 
exercises, and will conclude with a fishing experience at 
Jordan Lake and a canoeing trip on the Haw River. 

Above: A student searches  for 
l i f e d u r i n g a  s t re a m s i d e 
macroinvertebrate count.

Left: Students  prepare to launch 
c a n o e s . O t h e r fi e l d t r i p 
possibilities  include visits to the 
Haw River, a water treatment 
p l a n t a n d a w a s t e w a t e r 
treatment plant.

Right: Students  conduct a 
stream assessment alongside a 
water resource educator.

This is a hands-on, 
minds-on science 
education experience 
that will:

 

About this Program
• Sixteen students will be selected to participate in this program.
• Applicants will be selected for participation based on their self-

reported interest in the program content as well as interest in 
science and/or mathematics, as indicated by their written 
responses to application questions and by the strength of their 
teacher nomination. 

• Students should be in good physical condition and open to 
conducting outdoor activities in potentially hot and humid 
conditions.

• The program will be based at Central Carolina Community 
College in Pittsboro, NC.

• Lunch, morning and afternoon refreshments will be provided.
• Program staff will transport students on field trips and return to 

CCCC for parent pick up every afternoon by 4PM.
• To encourage full participation, students will receive a $100 

stipend  for successfully completing the summer institute.


