
Increasing Diversity & 
Enhancing Academia 

 

July 11-15, 2016 

For more information, and to access 
the online application, go to: 

http://erp.unc.edu/idea-high-school/ 
 

What is IDEA? 

2016-2017 
High School Program: 
Summer Science Institute 

and Saturday Academy Series 

Water ~ Climate Change ~ Geology ~ 

Geography ~ Environmental Science 

Program Partners: 

University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill Institute for the Environment  

North Carolina Central University 

National Science Foundation 

Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association 

Program Eligibility: 

Rising 10th-12th graders who live or go to 

school within a 30 minute or less drive from 

downtown Durham are invited to apply. We 

especially welcome applications from stu-

dents who are members of underrepresent-

ed minority groups* in the geosciences. 

*Underrepresented minority groups (URM) in the 

geosciences, as defined by the National Science Foun-

dation, are people of African American/Black, Hispan-

ic American, Native Pacific Islander (Polynesian or 

Micronesian), and/or     Native American (American 

Indian or Alaskan Native) descent. Members of these 

groups have representation in science and engineering 

less than their representation in the total population 

(NSF, 2011). 

How to Apply: 

Student application and teacher 
nomination must be received by: 

 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 11:59pm 

Increas ing Divers i ty  and Enhanc ing Aca-

demia ( IDEA) is  a  hands-on,  minds-on 

program for students interested in the 

environmenta l  and geosciences .  

Part ic ipants  in  the h igh school  program 

spend f ive days in the summer and three 

Saturdays throughout the school  year 

engag ing in f ie ld and laboratory study,  

meet ing sc ient ists ,  and learning about 

col lege pathways and careers .  IDEA was 

conceived to support students interest -

ed in the env ironmenta l  and geosc iences 

and to enr ich their  h igh school  exper i -

ence,  he lp ing  to prepare them for sc i -

ence study in  col lege and beyond.  

 



How it Works: 
This is a free program and acceptance is com-

petitive. Participating students complete a 5-

day Summer Science Institute (Monday 

through Friday, July 11-15). The program will 

be based at North Carolina Central University 

but will include daily trips to field sites. Stu-

dents will participate daily (9am-4pm) in an 

intensive study of one of Durham’s urban wa-

tersheds, Ellerbe Creek.  

Three half-day Saturday Academies during 

the 2016-2017 school year will provide follow-

up experiences for the students.  

This program will be facilitated by faculty and 

staff at UNC and NCCU. Please contact the 

IDEA Program Director at the UNC Institute 
for the Environment with questions: 

Megan Hoert Hughes, meganhughes@unc.edu 

Students Receive: 
IDEA high school participants will increase their 

knowledge, understanding, and awareness of 

local and regional environmental issues. They 

will be exposed to experienced scientists 

and college programs and careers in the en-

vironmental and geosciences from UNC Chapel 

Hill, North Carolina Central University, and 

other local environmental professionals.   

Participants also receive a $500 stipend upon 

completion of the five-day Summer Science In-

stitute and the three school year Saturday 

Academies. 

Student Responsibility: 
Students must find their own transportation to 

and from the Summer Science Institute each 

day. Students must participate 9am-4pm, Mon-

Fri. During the 2016-2017 school year, students 

must plan to attend 3 of 4 Saturday Academies 

and provide their own transportation. 

I had an opportunity to meet some great scien-

tists and do fun hands on activities. 

What Students are Saying:  

Comments from Past Participants 

Actually getting to get out in the field and get 

down and dirty like a real scientist helped me to 

understand everything so much more. 

I have gained that science is more than just the 

earth.  It’s the way we breathe, live, and eat.   

2016-2017 Program: Urban  
Watershed Field Experience 
During the 2016-2017 program, participants will be-

come student researchers, working with a team of 

scientists and college students, to study real world 

environmental challenges in one of Durham’s urban 

watersheds, Ellerbe Creek. Participants will use the 

creek as a living laboratory and will learn field skills, 

gather and analyze data, and use science to help solve 

community problems.  


