
	 Program Eligibility 
Climate LEAP is open to rising 9th – 12th graders who attend any school in 
either Orange or Durham county and who have an interest in examining 
society’s use of energy and exploring the low carbon technologies being 
pursued by scientists, businesses and industry.  Females and minorities 
under-represented in science careers are especially encouraged to apply.  

Application Materials 
Please visit climateleap.unc.edu to access the online student application and 
teacher nomination form.  Completed forms are due by 11:59PM on Sunday 
April 10th, 2016. Students selected to participate will be notified by May 17th. 

Climate Leadership and Energy Awareness Program 
A FREE week-long summer institute with academic year follow-up 

  

This student science enrichment program is conducted in partnership with UNC’s 
Department of Physics and Astronomy and the Alliance for Climate Education.

climateleap.unc.edu
UNC-Chapel Hill 

August 1st-5th, 2016 
9AM to 4PM 

On cover: Students design 
their own wind turbine 
blades and compete to see 
who can generate the most 
wind power. 


Right: Students play the US 
EPA’s Generate! game and 
compete to see who can 
design an electric grid that 
generates the least amount 
of carbon emissions. 

For additional information: 
Phone: 919.843.5735        Fax: 919.966.9920        Email:dhaine@unc.edu

mailto:dhaine@unc.edu?subject=Climate%20LEAP%20Inquiry
mailto:dhaine@unc.edu?subject=Climate%20LEAP%20Inquiry


	

Engaging Content 
Participants will learn from experienced science educators with UNC’s Institute for 
the Environment, UNC faculty and graduate students from diverse disciplines as 
well as business and industry representatives.

 

Career Information 
Participants will be exposed to relevant science, technology and engineering 
careers through guest speakers, field trips and lab tours.


Leadership Skills 
Participants will have the opportunity to develop leadership skills through 
completion of an action project and/or by assisting in future Summer Institutes and 
academic year activities as a peer mentor. 

Service Learning  
Participants will receive credit for service learning through completion of an action 
project and/or by volunteering at the Carolina Campus Community Garden during 
the summer institute.


Stipend

Participants will receive a $250 stipend for completing the summer institute and a 
second $250 stipend upon completion of four academic year follow-up activities. 

	      


Engage with scientists and educators and conduct 
hands-on and minds-on activities to examine the 
interconnected topics of climate and energy as well as the 
current and emerging solutions designed to move us 
toward a low carbon future. 

“Although the environment has been of interest to me since taking 
AP Environmental Science in high school, it wasn’t until I 
participated in Climate LEAP that I fully realized how important the 
environment is and that I wanted to pursue a career in 
environmental research.”                                          	 	

Climate LEAP students will participate in a FREE, week-long (9AM-4PM), non-
residential Summer Institute at UNC and at least four, half-day activities (Saturday 
Academies or Teacher Workdays) during the 2016-2017 academic year and will 
be invited to complete a community outreach project. Programming includes a 
mixture of:


Hands-on activities & experiments 
Leadership building activities including a low ropes course 
Field trips and lab tours 
Presentations by scientists & industry representatives 
Exposure to “green” careers  

Above: On a visit to the NC Botanical Garden, Climate LEAP students get a taste 
of what field research entails for UNC geography professor Erica Wise, PhD, who 
studies what trees can tell us about past climate. Other field trip possibilities 
include: UNC’s Co-generation plant, UNC’s Solar Energy Research Center, 
sustainably designed buildings and a landfill gas-to-energy facility.


Climate Leadership and Energy Awareness Program

Participant Benefits:

Students investigate solar 
photovoltaic technology 
during the 2010 Summer 
Institute.

Students tour the rooftop solar installation at the US EPA.

A great experience to write about on college applications!



